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The Southeast Steuben County Library is a community space in which everyone is 
welcome and provided an opportunity to explore their intellectual and creative 
curiosity.

By partnering with individuals and community organizations, we provide access to 
information and empower people of all ages to contribute to a more equitable 
community. We affirm the American Library Association’s Bill of Rights and 
denounce all forms of censorship.

The Southeast Steuben County Library provides free and open access to collections, 
electronic resources, and innovative services which anticipate, support, and respond 
to the ever-changing informational, cultural, and leisure needs of all people in our 
community.

TheLibraryBoardofTrustees
Barbara A. McLean, President

Lyndsie Guy, Vice President

Gail Bardhan 

Kathryn C. Mack 

Kate Paterson 

Louise Richardson 

Harry Merritt

Jamie Curtis, Secretary

Jeffrey Scott, Treasurer 

Nogaye Ka-Tandia 

Barry W. Nicholson 

Louise Richardson 

Svetlana Short 

Pauline Emery, Director

Vision

Mission



Dear Patrons,

The library has truly evolved into a vibrant hub of creativity and community 
engagement, catering to and providing a wide range of programming and 
services. From traditional library service to the rising demand for diverse 
programs and materials it is a testament to the importance of libraries as spaces 
for lifelong learning and cultural enrichment.

For children, libraries offer story times, craft workshops, and STEM activities that 
not only entertain but also educate and foster early literacy skills. These 
programs are crucial in developing a child’s love for reading and learning, setting 
a strong foundation for their educational journey.

For teens, library programming often includes maker space activities, STEM 
workshops, book clubs, and art/craft sessions, which are instrumental in 
supporting their transition from school to the real world.

These programs not only provide valuable learning opportunities but also a safe 
space for teens to express themselves and explore their interests with peers. 
This is particularly significant during the formative years of adolescence when 
social interaction and acceptance are crucial for personal development.

Adults are not left behind in the vibrant spectrum of library programming. From 
resume writing tools, crafting programs, gaming, digital literacy assistance and 
online author visits, these programs are designed to enhance life skills and 
promote continuous personal and professional development.

Furthermore, your library hosts discussions and workshops that delve into local 
history, art appreciation, and other cultural topics, enriching adults’ lives and 
fostering a sense of community. As libraries continue to adapt and expand their 
offerings, they affirm their role as essential pillars of community well-being and 
lifelong learning.

Sincerely,

Pauline Emery, Library Director



2023 Statistics vs. 2022

136,790

Patron Visits 14% increase

Tech Help

3,439 45% increase

141,558 Material Checkouts

8% increase

56,929 Digital Checkouts

16% increase

Program Attendance 

25,521 

18% increase

Creation Station 156
14% increase

51,959 WIFI
23% increase



The Mary Lu Walker Children’s Room was finalized in March 2023. Mary Lu Walker was
a well loved member of the library community. The Walker Family memorial donation 
inspired the creation of a magical children’s room. We want to recognize the
generous contributions of The Friends of the Library, The Library Board of Trustees, 
Ken and Janice Freeman, James B. Flaws & Marcia D. Weber, Corning Incorporated 
Foundation and New York State Public Library Construction Aid. Special thanks to 
Senator Thomas O’Mara, Assemblyman Phil Palmesano, and Assemblyman 
Christopher Friend.



1,380 Teen Attendees 38% increase over last year

Thanking The Rockwell Museum for 
partnering on an augmented reality art 

game with Artist Shasti O’Leary 
Soundant. The game, "Burden of 

Conquest," features 11 virtual cityscapes 
with hidden digital sculptures leading to 

physical 3-D printed versions at
the Southeast Steuben County Library.

PROGRAM 
HIGHLIGHTS 

Houla Hoop/painting with Filomena Jack        Teen GATLAS painting windows for Pride



2023 Adult Programming was creative, engaging and fun!

3,771 adults attended programs- 18% increase over last year
Featured programs were the very popular Crafting with Kimberly, Adult Service
Librarian Michelle Wells welcoming Summer Readers and the very popular game
Mah-Jong.



Children’s Programing
20,370 Attendees 18% increase over last yr. 



“It was wonderful seeing children and families 
response to the Mary Lu Walker Room!”  Sue 

McConnell, Children’s Librarian

aka Miss Sue

"It was nice meeting in person with Coffee Tea 
and English members but we still stay connected 

online with friends from all over the world” 
Maryalice Little, Volunteer Coordinator

Eric House, Circulation Supervisor

“I can hardly believe that it's been a year 
already! My time at the Southeast

Steuben County has been wonderful, and
challenging in the best ways possible.

This has included learning new
procedures (and helping develop some

as well). Being the new person in
leadership with an established team is 

always an exploration of getting to know 
each other, finding our strengths, and

using those strengths to help create new
ways to help the public. I'm glad to be
working with the circulation team, and
hope to keep doing it for a long time.”



The SSCL Board of Trustees is committed to the fiduciary oversight of the Library’s operational budget. 
We seek to secure sustainable public funding to ensure a strong library for future generations.

Library Income 
Total Income $1,427,273

Our 2023 Financials

Library Expenses
Total Expenses $1,427,273

The majority of, Library expenses directly support public service.

12%, 

24%, 

64%, 

Facilities $180,495

Admin Buisness $338,414

Library Service $908,364

18%, 

62%, 

7%, 

13%, 

Endowment $252,659

Public Levy $889,475

Grants/ Fees $92,563

Donation $192,576



Sustainable Funding

1. Provide strong library advocacy efforts
2. Secure sustainable operational funding
3. Establish a new strategic plan

Marketing

1. Develop a new Website
2. Create effective marketing content

Programming/ Services

1. Develop programming and services that support Diversity, Equality 
and Inclusion

2. Enhance Digital Resources

Facilities:

1. Develop a Conceptual Design for a Teen Space
2. Renovate the staff parking lot to address drainage, utilities and 

accessibility issues
3. Repair façade issues

Looking Forward



Donated $45,000



Trustee’s Circle ($2,000 and above) 
Corning Incorporated Foundation 

Corning Enterprises, Inc.
James B. Flaws and Marcia D. Weber 

Kim Frock and Wendell Weeks 
Barbara B. Cook

Charlie and Trudy Craig 
Timothy J. Frawley 

Diane Doebler
Catherine Caneau 
Stuart S. Clough 
Katherine Funk

The Ann and David Grossman Charitable Fund

Leadership Circle ($1,000-$1,999)
Sarah and Dan Collins 

Gail Bardhan
Mary and Jim Bacalles

Edmund R. Reif, in memory of Carol J.
Reif

Dr.. Dana & Andrea Bookbinder
Director’s Circle

($500-$999) 
Barry Nicholson

McFarland Charitable Donation Fund
Harry Merritt

Marianna Baker
E. Marie McKee & Robert Cole

David and Connie Davies
*Matthew and Pamela Dejneka

Dr. Heather D. Boek and Mr. Paul B. Dohn
Alan & Lynnette Eusden

*Garrett Piech and Julie Fromer
*Nancy Golomb 

James and Pamela Hunter
Lois S. Janes 
Jean K. Krebs

Edgar & Evie Lewis
*Philip LeBlanc and Barbara A. McLean 

Robert O. McLean, Jr.
Tom Snow and Karen Meriwether 

Rebecca Pearce
Margie Lawlor and Mike Scalzone 

Lynn Shepson
Charles and Kristin Swain 

Gary Swarthout
Tony and Mary Tripeny

THANK YOU DONORS!
Special Thanks to Co-Chairs Mary Bacalles and
Marcia Stewart
* Indicates our matching donors 

Donations received after March 31st will be recognized in 2024



Community Circle 
($250-$499)

*Janet and Bill Cleary

Jewish Center and Federation 
of the Twin Tiers

Mark R. Langille

Charlie and Sue Milazzo

Shirley A. Sterbenk

Dale and Kathleen Wexell

Derek Woollatt

Marianne Furfure

Mary Passage

Kathleen & David Rauscher

Ann Nicholson

*Douglas C. Allan

Dick and Judy Sphon

Diane Legendre and James 
Webb

Steven Smith

Martin and Susan Curran

Amy Schwartz and Bill 
Gudenrath

Joanne Herman

Donna and Jefferey Keegan

Michael Beykirch & Elke Meyer

John & Bonnie Sirianni

Nora Smith

Beth Hylen and Brad Turner

Eleanor G. Nasser, in memory 
of Joseph J. Nasser

Robert W. Shaw

*Polly Chu and Bill Mattingly

Scott and Annie Bickham

*John and Mary Caruso

Edward Cordes

John D. Helfinstine

Nogaye Ka-Tandia

Marcia Stewart and Kathy 
Lewis

Rhonda Morton

Eleanor Sementilli

Employees of John G. Ullman 
and Associates

*Jamie Curtis

Linda J. Fields

Robert and Judy Garrett

Bruce and Judy Graf

Thomas J. Hart

Tiffany McMillan

Kathy and Stephen Tong

Louise A. Sullivan-Blum

Brian and Maryalice Little

Karen and Jim Alpha

Donna and Angus Andrews

Linda and William Baird

Gail and Elijah Baity

Wendy Falcone

Jane and Richard Fastiggi

Susan Elizabeth Fermer

Joy Filbert

Anne and Michael Foster

*Debbie Franks

Bonnie and Steven Grinnell

Elizabeth Hanley

Sharon and Roe 
Hemenway

Janet H. Hoover

William J. Howells

Cheryl A. Jordan

Thomas and Carole Kane

L. Kirk & Cynthia 
Klingensmith

Gordon Muck and Ann 
Koenig

*Ellen Kosik Williams

Kathy and Fred Mack

John and Karen Madison

Caroline and Jim Matthews

Rita Y. McCarthy

Eleanor C. Mertson

Duane and Julie Miller

Dorothy Moore

Diane and Lou Nessle

Nancy and Bob O'Loughlin



Glenn Kohnke and Jill 
VanDewoestine

Pam and Bob Walker

George and Elizabeth Welch

Ristiina Wigg

Enrichment Circle 
($100-$249)

Kathrine Ryan
Leslie C. Bayer
Pauline Emery
Betty J. Bennett

Dan and Geraldine Britton

John and Margo Brown

Edward and Louise Bush

Lyndsie M. Guy

William E. Horsfall and Family

Marcia Klokus

Margaret Barber

Carmela Bertron

Barbara and Thomas Blumer

Barbara Burmeister

George A. Burnett

*Anastasia M. Castilone

Barbara Matusick Clark

Pearl Cooper, in honor of 
Barbara Cooper

Cheri and Ken Crozier

Aurella Dean

Theckla N. Donegan

Nancy F. Doutt

Jill and Tom Palmer

*Annette & Mitchell Peck

Susan Peck

Connie and Chuck Petro

Thomas Quigley

Anna K. Rice

Andrea and Jeffrey Rubin

*Jeffrey L. Scott

Sara Sparling
Pat and Sharon Tammaro
James Trondsen

Lynn Pifer and John Ulrich

*Robert and Judy Vanni

Jane Walker

Hubert K.W. Wang

Vincent and Mary Lee 
Welch

Michiko Yamaguchi



Owl’s Nest $1-$99

Ruth and Mark Riesbeck in memory of Eilleen Riesbeck
Brett and Anne Shelton
Robert and Suzanne Streeten
Amy Thorsen
Northside High School Class of ‘56
Reum Scott
Noshir and Carol Havewala
Marjorie Di Meo
Ken and Connie Kirk 
Nancy Kobbe
Anonymous
Anonymous
Susan Berry in Honor of Louise Richardson 
Elizabeth Brill
John and Kathy Broderick 
Reiner and Noreen Dieg
Bonnie Martini
Susan & George McLaren 
Joyce Merletti
Patrick Tepesch and Kate Paterson 
Kristin and Bob Rider Jr.
Eileen Sands
Joseph and Judy Simmons 
Gisela R. Smith
Deb Townsend
Sandra B. Van Wormer 
Mary Wenck
Anonymous
Linda McDonald
Julie and John Bostwick 
Marshall Hyde 
Stephanie McEnroe
Wes & Carol Strzegowski
Cheryl and Denis Sweeney 
Anonymous
Ronnie J. Pitts
Anonymous

Randi and Dustin Hewit 
Margaret Brill
Corning Teachers Association Retirees
Anonymous
Nancy Magrath
Richard and Lorraine Rossettie
Ken and Christina Wright 
Network For Good
Gabrielle McMillan 
Marcia L. Adamy 
Hilda Allington
Anonymous
Bob and Deb in honor of Sheila Sparling
John Benson
Scott Brantingson
Mary B. Chervenak 
Tim & Judy Coleman 
John Downie
Joe and Mary Dubendorfer
Anonymous
Carol Flook
Day-Lih Tung and Jerry Fong
Janice T. Glover
Earnest and Susan Goodrich
Karen Hart 
Julia Hertl
Theodore and Carol Imhoff 
Janet Jones
Frank Anastasio and Sarah Kostera
Shirley and Tom Kowalik
Marilyn C. Maloney
Anonymous
Bob Morena
Joyce Nelson 
Karen Rebis in honor of Maureen Mines
Lori Reenan



Contact Us
Fore More information contact Pauline Emery, Director at emeryp@stls.org

Address: 300 Nasser Civic Center Plaza, Suite 101 Corning, NY 14830

Phone: 607-936-3713 X 205

Website: www.ssclibrary.org

mailto:emeryp@stls.org
http://www.ssclibrary.org/
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